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AN RS WHEREAS, the City of Scranton is concerned with
A B

iproviding for urban renewal and community development, and
f WHEREAS, there Is expressed public interest in the
contlnu:ng vitality of the downtown area, and

WHEREAS, presented this opportunity, future structures

in Scranton will become bulldings of beauty with the citlizenry

icbd|ng the beneficiary and the current concern for the
i [}
R~

Ll 34npcrsona? and functional character of the environment will be
!gLJerlaced by enjoyment, awareness, and pride,

WHEREAS, the City of Scranton recognizes the need to

g

_provide for -the protection, enhancement, preservation and use
[of structures, works of art and other objects in the City

ﬂ ‘having spes¢ial character or spacial historical or aesthetic
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fﬁsilntereSL or values, and
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SR WHEREAS, designers and builders should be encouraged

TR
% and stimulated to aid in beautification and in the development

e
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. of an attractive community possessing an atmosphere conducive
: to sconomic growth and prosparity, and,

WHEREAS, the aasthetically conceived environment,

f " through good design and the appropriate use of space enhances

 the economic value and stability of real property, and
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WHERZAS, an atmosphere of visual pleasure and physical

comfort promotes and reflects prosparity,
BE [T ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SCRANTON .

Section 1. That there is hereby created a Commission
to he known as the Commission for Architecture and Urban Design.

Section 2. Definitions - Work of Art The term "work
of Art'' as used in this act shall apply to and include all

paintings, mural decorations, s¥atuss,., bas-reliefs, sculptures,

- monuments, fountains, arches, ornamental gateways, and

other structures of a permanesnt character, intended for
ornament or commemoration,

Section 3. Membership Membership of this Commission
shall consist of nine {9) members who shall sarve without

remuneration and. shall be ccmposéd of the following: One (1)

‘-Architect, onz {1) lLandscape Architect, one (1) Professional
" Engineer, one (1) painter, one (1)} sculptor, and four (&) other

persons who, by training, experience or interest, are qualified

to carry out the duties of a Comission for Architecture and

- Urban Design.

The members of the Commission shall be governed by the
Code of Ethics as contained in the Administrative Coda of
the City of Scranton and in this regard shall not participate
in any vote taken on any proposaF'before the Commission In
which they have a financial interest either direct or contrived,

Saction L, Terms of Membarship Mambers of the
Commission shall be appointed by the Mayor and approved by
Council and shall serve for a term of five (5) years, The
terms of thes= membars initially appolinted shall be staggered
so that no more than two (2) terms expire in any year, Members
shall continue to serve until their replacements are appointed

and qualified,




{ Section 5. Officés The Commission shall elect from
?its members & Chalrperson and VYiece-Chairperson and such other
;officers as [t deems necessary,

é Section 6. Quorum A majority of the voting member-
aship shail constituts a gquorum at anvy m=sting. A fuorum shall
E"be ne2cessary to conduct businass,

7 Section 7. Powers and Duties. The Commission shall

thave the following powers and duties in addition to those else- -

Ewhere described In this ordinance.

' {. Duties

i 1. To hold at least one mesting in each month and as
many ather meatings at such other timeé as in the opinion of tha
échairman or majority of the Commission are necassary or desirable
gfor the efficient discharge of the business of the Commission,
;The Commission shall provide copies of the minutes of their
?monthly meeting to Council within 30 days of said mesting and
ésha%l provide yearly reports of the business of the Commission
Ewithin 30 days of the close of the fiscal year,

L 2. To adopt such rules and regulations as may be

§necessary, not Inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance,

;with respect to the conduct of the meetings and the business of
Ethe Commission and the other matters incidental and appropriate
?to the powsrs and duties of the Commission as described by this
.ordinance and for the proper administration and enforcement of
“this ordinance and to amend or repeal any of such rules or
‘regulations by a majority vots at any special or regular meeting,

“with at least thirty (30) days written notice of the proposed

' changs,




I'l. Powsrs and Functions Concerning;

A, Public Property; Approval of Pesign of Site,
Pesign of Structure, Location, Alterations and Demolition,

1. MNo design for a budeing, bridge, approach,
gate, stap, fence, lamp, street furniturz or other structure
or addition which shall be erscted upon any street or property
ovned, leased, or occupied by the City, County, State or
Federal Government or any Public Agency, or involving the use
of funds or monies of or from the City, County, State, or
Federal Government 6r any Public Ageney shall be implemented
vithout the recommendation of the Commission. No work of
art shall be erected or placed on or upon any street, park,
public building or other properfy betonging to the City until
the same and its proposed location have baen reviewad by the
Commission and .a course of action is recommended to the Council,
Mo work of art or public structure may be removed, demolished,
relocated or altered in any way without the recommendation of
the Commission to the Council, except as provided hereafter

in sub-section |[, paragraph B, sub-paragraph 1.

2. The Commission sHa]] also consider the
location of structures and works of art and may make
recommendations for changes in location theareof,

3. MNo arch, bridge, approach, permanent sign, the
property of any persen intended to extend or extending over
ar upon any sidewallk or street, park or property belonging to
the City shall be erected or altered without the recommendation

of the Commission to the Council, Prior to submission to the




proper City authority, the design of any sign except traffic
signs or safety signs required under the Vehicleland Traffic
Law of the Commonwealth.of Penngylvania, which requires City
permission shall be submitted to and approved by the Commisslon.

4. The Commission shall require submission of drawings
or models of designs of municipal property.for its approval and
also materials and colors intended for use. After an alteration
or change in design is made upon advice from the Commission, the
designs shall be resubmitted for final approval, Thase drawings
and/or models shall become the properfy of the City.

Ylorks of art acquired in any way, by gift, bequest,

or purchase by a museum. shall not come within the jurisdiction

of the Commission.

B. Landmarks and Other Property,.

1. The Commission may identify and list tandmarks,
structures and sitds both in publjc and private cwnership that
are deemed worthy of preservation by reason of the value of each
to the City as (1) an outstanding example of an architectural
style either'past or present; (2) one of the few remzaining
examples of a past architectural style; (3) a place where an
historical event of significance to the City, Reglon, State
or Nation, or represéntative actiyity of a past era tock place.
The Superintendent of Building Inspectian shall refer to the
Commission any application for Alteration,.moving, or

demolltion of any listed landmark, structure or site for its

review - and recommendation, Mo listed landmark or structure

can be demolished for a period of six months from the date
the application is made, If the Commission does not recommend
approval of the appiication for demolition. {n the event of

hardship, the Comnmission may grant a shorter period for demclitiod




2, All applications for parmits for new construction or

. for alteraticns which materially affect the extearior appearance

of a structure, shall be forwarded by the Superintendents of

f Bulldings to the Commission for Its review. The Commission may

. than make such recommendations to the Superintepndent of

Building Inspection and may include alternatives and advice for

possible alteration. The Cemmission shall return all

'applications for permifs in pot more than Forty?five (45) days -

from the date said applications are referred to said Commission.
| the Commission fails to act within forty-five (45) days,
approval shall not be required,

3. A prospective private builder may seek advice from
the Commission previous to the submission of plans to the

Buitding Inspector for a permit.

£. Factors.

1. In considering appfication For'approval and in
the recommendation of designs for structures and works of art
as set forth in Section 7, Paragraphs [| A and [l B of this
Ordinance, the Ccmmi;sion sha]} revﬁaw‘éfl materials submitted
te it taking into considefafion, but not Timited to, the
following factors: .

‘ {a) The locatfoﬁ of the buitding, structure,
sign or work of art on the site or street.
(b)) Volume, height, form design, proportion,
color, texture,
{¢} The relation of the building, structure or
work of art to adjacent space or spaces, including adjoining

property, both private and public, including streets,




b (d} The.form and volume of the building, structure or
?work of art in association with other nearby structures,
!: (e) Tha creation of public open spaceS'aﬁd the design
‘of these spaces,
(f) The placing of buildings, works of art, or other
gstructures in existing or newly created public open spaces,
}including parks,

Section 8, The‘Commission may recommend that works of
art be a part of any new public construction and méy require an
iamount not to exceed 1% of the total cost of construction he
used for works of art.

Section 9. |If any section, subsectlion, paragraph,
sentence, clauss or phrase of this ordinance should -be declared
iinvalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall. not
iaffect the remaining portion of this ordinance, which shall
remain in full force and effact; and to thfs end the provisions
of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable,

Section 10. That this ordinance shall take affect

immediately.
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