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City of Scranton
 Ethics Board
 340 N. Washington Avenue

 Scranton, PA  18503

 Board Members: Stephanie Bressler, Andrew Heller, 
 Carol Migliorino, Bruce Reddock, Mary Jo Sheridan
 Solicitor John M. Hart, III, Esq.
Minutes of the Ethics Board Meeting
Via Zoom and ECTV’s You Tube Channel
Thursday, June 18, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m.
I. Call to Order 
Ethics Board Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.
II. Roll Call
All Ethics Board Members and Solicitor were in attendance and responded “present” to the roll call.
III. Reading & Approval of Minutes of the April 17, 2020 meeting
Board Member Stephanie Bressler noted a wording error in the April 17th minutes. Under Item VI. 2) the word employers should be changed to employees. Board Member Carol Migliorino made a motion to suspend the reading of and to approve the minutes of the April 17th meeting. Board Member Andrew Heller seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board Members. 
IV. Approval of Invoices 
Board Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan suggested that invoices approved in the April 17th meeting be re-approved with specific dollar amounts including $60.05 to advertise the March meeting and $469.10 and $232.95 for public bid solicitations. She requested approval of two additional invoices including $96.45 to advertise the April 17th meeting and $101 to advertise the June 18th meeting. Board Member Bruce Reddock made a motion to approve the invoices to pay the Scranton Times Tribune and Board Member Carol Migliorino seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board Members. 
V. Appointment of Stephanie Bressler as Acting Secretary
Board Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan reported that Board Member Stephanie Bressler requested the City Administration appoint a permanent City employee, preferably someone with confidential administrative status, to serve as Board Secretary to maintain custody of Board’s records, provide assistance as liaison for Board with City departments and officials, and access the PO Box to retrieve complaints. (According to the Ethics Code, Board Members may not retrieve complaints from the PO Box.)
Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan suggested that, while awaiting City action, Board Member Stephanie Bressler be appointed Acting Secretary to take meeting minutes. Board Member Bruce Reddock made a motion to appoint Board Member Stephanie Bressler as Acting Secretary and Board Member Andrew Heller seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board Members.
VI. Appointment of Controller’s Appointee as Fiscal Officer
Board Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan suggested that the City Controller’s appointee, currently Carol Migliorino, be appointed as Fiscal Officer to monitor Board’s expenditures. Board Member Stephanie Bressler made a motion to appoint Board Member Carol Migliorino as Fiscal Officer and Board Member Andrew Heller  seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board Members.
VII.  Report from Fiscal Officer on Expenditures
Board Member Carol Migliorino reported no expenditures are currently charged to the Board’s budget, raising concern that either Board bills are not getting paid or not getting charged to the Board. Chairperson Mary Jo Sheridan suggested this situation provides an example of why the Board needs a liaison to help navigate the various City departments.  
VIII. Other Business
a. Board Landing Page
The Board discussed the need for a Board Landing Page to serve as a key administrative tool to allow the Board to comply with the Ethics Code in several areas including the posting of the complaint form, gift reporting form, advisory opinions and meeting agendas and minutes. Solicitor Hart agreed to speak with the City Law Department about how to proceed in setting up this page.

b. Complaint Form (Section 9B of Ethics Code)
Board Member Stephanie Bressler provided background on the development of a complaint form based on those used by the City of Reading and the State of Pennsylvania. Stephanie explained that the form will include the Board’s PO Box number when secured. The Ethics Code requires all complaint forms to be sent to the PO Box. Solicitor Hart confirmed that all complaint forms must include name of complainant.
Board Member Carol Migliorino made a motion to approve the complaint form and Board Member Bruce Reddock seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board Members.
c. Annual Review of Statements of Financial Interest (Section 2 (B)(7) & Section 4 of Ethics Code)

Board Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan reported that the deadline for submitting SFIs was extended to July 15 due to the pandemic. She reminded all Board Members to comply with the deadline.

Board Member Carol Migliorino volunteered to contact the City Clerk to determine if SFIs were filed on time, review SFIs for elected City officials, inquire about plans to post SFIs online in accordance with the Ethics Code, and report back to the Board.

d. Gift Reporting Form (Section 6(B)(3))
Board Member Stephanie Bressler reported the City Clerk created a Gift Reporting Form and provided Stephanie with gifts reported so far that are all determined to be de minimis. Stephanie notified the City Clerk that Board Members Bruce Reddock and Andrew Heller are appointed to the Board’s Gifts Subcommittee and will establish a routine process for contacting the City Clerk and reporting back to the Board and the public on gifts reported.

e. Maximum Contribution Adjustments (Section 12D of the Ethics Code)
Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan reported that the City Business Administrator was required by the Ethics Code to provide a specific calculation for adjusting the maximum political contribution limits on January 1, 2020, based on the Consumer Price Index and other factors. The Interim Business Administrator, Pat Sheridan, reported to her that he provided the calculation in an email to City Council and City Law Department in January or February and would provide the Board with a copy of the email. The adjusted limits should be publicized ahead of next year’s municipal election.
f. PO Box to Receive Complaints
Board Member Bruce Reddock volunteered to check on the availability of a PO Box at the post office in the Federal Building.

IX. Public Participation
Board Chairwoman Mary Jo Sheridan noted that no public comments or questions were submitted for the meeting.
X. Adjournment
Board Member Carol Migliorino made a motion to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. Board Member Andrew Heller seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board Members.


Respectfully submitted,


Stephanie Bressler



Board Member/Acting Secretary
