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City of Scranton
 Ethics Board
 340 N. Washington Avenue

 Scranton, PA  18503

 Board Members: Stephanie Bressler, Andrew Heller, 
 Brad Kovaleski, Matthew Meyer
 Solicitor: John M. Hart 
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 14, 2021 @ 6:00 p.m.
Via Zoom and ECTV’s YouTube Channel
I. Call to Order 
Ethics Board Acting Chairman Andy Heller called the meeting to order at 6:24 p.m.
II. Roll Call
All current Ethics Board Members and Solicitor were in attendance and answered affirmatively to the roll call.
III. Reading & Approval of the Minutes of the December 29, 2020, meeting
Board Member Brad Kovaleski made a motion to suspend the reading of and approve the minutes of the December 29th meeting. Board Member Matt Meyer seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from Board Members.
IV. Approval of Scranton Times Tribune Invoice(s)
Board Member Stephanie Bressler made a motion to approve a Scranton Times Tribune invoice for $82.80 to advertise the December meeting. Board Member Brad Kovaleski seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board Members.
V. Solicitor’s Update on Pending Complaint/Appointment of Investigative Officer
Solicitor John Hart provided an update on the pending complaint (referred to as 20-001) and appointment of an Administrative Officer. Due to a conflict Attorney Jamie Davis was unable to handle the pending complaint. In consultation with Acting Board Chair Andy Heller Solicitor Hart selected another attorney, Ryan Campbell, to handle the current complaint. Attorney Campbell issued a letter affirming that the complaint is within the jurisdiction of the Ethics Board and he is conducting a preliminary investigation in compliance with the Code of Ethics. 
Solicitor Hart informed the Board that Attorney Jamie Davis has offered to monitor the P.O. Box and retrieve any complaints. Board Members accepted this offer and agreed that an Investigative Officer will be assigned on a case-by-case basis. The Board suggested the Solicitor recruit a third attorney to work as an Investigative Officer if needed with Attorney Davis serving as lead Investigative Officer. Board member Stephanie Bressler clarified that Solicitor Hart will ask Attorney Davis to contact the City Controller’s Office to take possession of the P.O. Box key.
Board Member Matt Meyer made a motion to make the emergency appointment of Attorney Campbell as Investigative Officer of the 20-001 complaint and accept the fee agreement provided by Attorney Campbell. Board Member Brad Kovaleski seconded the motion. The motion passed with yes votes from all Board members.
VI. Reorganization/Election and Appointment of 2021 Board Officers

a. Chair, Vice Chair, Acting Secretary
Board Member Stephanie Bressler made a motion to elect Matt Meyer as Board Chair. Board Member Andy Heller seconded the motion and the motion passed with yes votes from Board Members.

Board Member Brad Kovaleski made a motion to elect Andy Heller as Board Vice Chair. Board Member Matt Meyer seconded the motion and the motion passed with yes votes from Board Members. The Vice Chair will assume responsibility for placing meeting ads and signing payment vouchers.
Acting Board Chair Andy Heller made a motion to elect Stephanie Bressler as Board Secretary. Board Member Matt Meyer seconded the motion and the motion passed with yes votes from Board Members. The Secretary will complete meeting minutes and set up Zoom meetings in cooperation with ECTV.
b. Fiscal Officer 
Board Member Stephanie Bressler made a motion to elect Brad Kovaleski as Board Fiscal Officer. Board Member Andy Heller seconded the motion and the motion passed with yes votes from Board Members. The Fiscal Officer will monitor Board expenses.
c. Gift Subcommittee
Board Members Stephanie Bressler and Brad Kovaleski volunteered to serve on the Gift Subcommittee.
d. Solicitor 
Acting Board Chair Andy Heller made a motion to re-appoint Attorney John Hart as Board Solicitor. Board Member Stephanie Bressler seconded the motion and the motion passed with yes votes from Board Members. The Fiscal Officer and Board Chair will review the Solicitor’s fee agreement and consider with the Solicitor any modifications to the agreement.
e. Investigative Officer
Board Members agreed to assign Investigative Officers on a case-by-case basis.
VII. Other Business

a. Campaign contribution limits and disclosure requirements for upcoming municipal elections
Board Member Stephanie Bressler explained that the Board posted campaign contribution limits and disclosure requirements as required by the Code of Ethics. She volunteered to contact the Lackawanna County Elections Department to determine how best to inform candidates in the upcoming Scranton primary election about these requirements. Board Member Bressler will draft a letter that could be used to inform candidates of the Code’s provisions.
VIII. Public Participation
Board Member Stephanie Bressler reported no questions or comments submitted by the public.
IX. Adjournment
Board Member Matt Meyer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 and set February 10 as the next meeting date. Board Member Brad Kovaleski seconded the motion and the motion passed with yes votes from Board Members.


Respectfully Submitted


Stephanie Bressler



Board Member/Secretary


