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November 5, 2025 

Mayor Cognetti’s Statement on the Passing of Former Mayor Wenzel 

“On behalf of the City of Scranton, I extend our deepest sympathies and heartfelt condolences to 

Mayor David Wenzel’s wife, Janet, to his family, and to all who had the privilege of calling 

Scranton’s 27th mayor a friend. 

“Scranton lost a heroic war veteran, a dedicated public servant, and a lifelong champion for our 

country, our city, and for decency in public service. His legacy is one of resilience, a positive 

vision for the city, and an enduring impact on community service, particularly in the areas of 

accessibility and the environment. 

“We will remember Mayor Wenzel not just for his political achievements, but for his passion, 

kind and gracious nature, and the ability to make everyone feel heard and valued. He refused to 

accept societal limitations, showing us all how to live life to the fullest. 

“We will miss Mayor Wenzel dearly and are grateful he shared his light and his life with our 

community.” 

### 

ABOUT THE CITY OF SCRANTON: Incorporated in 1866, the City of Scranton has a population of 

approximately 76,000 residents and is the sixth-largest municipality in the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania. Scranton City Hall is located at 340 N. Washington Ave., Scranton, PA 18503. Residents 

requiring services should visit www.scrantonpa.gov 

ABOUT MAYOR PAIGE G. COGNETTI: Paige G. Cognetti was sworn in as the 36th Mayor of 

Scranton in January 2020. Her administration is focused on driving economic growth, upgrading 

infrastructure, ensuring public safety, fostering government transparency and efficiency, and improving 

residents’ overall quality of life.  
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